MECHANIZED    NOMADS
Also in the Northern towns that exist or will be built within
a few years they will move among Russians and other nations
from all over the Union. Everybody wants to dance nowa-
days. We would not like our students, who should become
selfconscious leaders of their tribes, to feel shy or inferior
in the company of Europeans merely because they cannot
share in their social amusements. There is no need for
them to carry the foxtrot into the tundra, and we tell them
so. But why should they feel at a disadvantage in company
with Europeans? All our efforts are directed towards
making them self-assured. We must do away with the old
idea of their national inferiority, prevalent among them-
selves as well as among their Russian fellow citizens.'
They showed more skill at their native dances which
I asked them to produce for me later on. But first they
introduced me to their own sport. From six stools they
improvised a row of sledges, such as usually stand outside
a tent camp in the winter. Then they jumped over them—
a distance of six feet—without taking a run. That was one
sport.
Then they tied a boy with a cord. He crept on all
fours and, acting the part of a young bear caught by Tungus
hunters, he moaned and groaned and tried to bite his
friends' legs who held him at a short leash. The idea
of this game is that a bear wins his freedom if he succeeds
in catching the leg of a hunter who in turn is then tied
up as the bear.
Their native songs sounded rather monotonous to my
European ear, yet there was a distinct note of cheerfulness
in them and they were quite free of the melancholy of many
Russian melodies. Their round dances were definitely
expressions of a serene joy of life and gaiety, a trend of
temperament common to all people of the Far North.
Among the students was one who is by way of becoming a
famous star, for he has appeared in a circus in Moscow as
an imitator of the cries and movements of birds. He has
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